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Timothy Hooker
chgocutie@ameritech.net

October 13, 2007

Greetings everyone:

I received an e-mail message regarding a very disturbing incident that occurred in the Bahamas with Ebony Pyramid Entertainment, an entertainment group specializing in GLBT cruises and activities.  Because of our impending cruise out of the country, I’m going to share a significant portion of that e-mail with you below:

Police Raid of Ebony Pyramid Cruise Event in The Bahamas
 

On our 8th Annual Black Gay and Lesbian Pride: Caribbean Cruisin', which occurred October 4-8, an unfortunate incident occurred.  During our scheduled USA-Bahamas Party and Show, on October 6, attended by approximately 250 Ebony Pyramid (US citizens) guests and nearly 200 local Bahamian guests, local  police raided our party location, shortly after 1:00 am. 
 

Ebony Pyramid rented a public facility, but closed it for a private party.  The doors of the facility were closed and the police entered without properly identifying themselves and proceeded upstairs to where our entertainment show was in progress.  The dozen or so police were well armed in full riot-style gear.  In addition to their gear, they entered the facility with one of the policeman videotaping the crowd.  The remaining officers were using their camera phones to snap pictures of the attendees.  They proceeded to the dance floor, where one of my female exotic entertainers was performing, in a golden bikini, and forcefully walked her from the floor.  
 

After taking the female entertainer to another part of the facility, I attempted to inquire as to what was going on, but was pushed away and threatened with arrest for "obstruction."  I continued to assert myself and identified myself as being responsible for the party and the entertainer.  The lead policeman, who still had not identified himself, asked me my name and in an unpleasant tone, "What do you think you are doing here?"  I explained that we had rented the facility for our party.  He barked, "Where is your license?  Show me your license!"  I found the manager of the facility, who promptly produced all of the proper licenses to hold a private party, such as ours.
 

In our informational and antagonistic exchange with this policeman, my staff and I were attempting to cover my female entertainer, but every attempt was thwarted by this unpleasant policeman and his troops.  They slapped the clothes out of our hands or threw them on the ground.  During the intense questioning of the female entertainer, the policeman called her a "whore" and a "prostitute" and asked her why she was coming to their country doing this? Several of my staff members and guests were pushed or threatened with arrest for attempting to assist the entertainer or for asking questions.  I again attempted to intervene, only to be told again to step back.  
 

After about a half hour of this unpleasant policeman, a gentleman, who simply introduced himself as being from Immigrations, asked me a couple of questions.  He, by far, was the most professional of the entire squad of officers inside, not to mention the four patrol cars and other officers outside.  When I attempted to ask him questions, he politely motioned for me to wait and said he would be back.
 

Going into about 45 minutes of this ordeal, the Immigration official and the unpleasant policeman returned and called me over.  The Immigration official stated that, I must fill out the proper permits to employ someone in The Bahamas and since we did not, I, along with my female entertainer, could be arrested, but he would just let us off with a warning and said, "That's from the standpoint of Immigration."  He then pointed to the unpleasant policeman, who said, "From the standpoint of the Police (this is the first time he ever identified himself as the police), you cannot just have a gathering like this. So you need to shut it down!"  He then slammed his hand on the bar and ordered the bartenders to "Shut it down!"  After this, my staff gathered my female entertainer and other patrons and headed back to the ship.
Because of the fact that our cruise will be leaving the country, I felt it necessary to share some pertinent information with everyone to keep everyone safe while in Cozumel.  Key West, our first stop, is within the United States.

First, and foremost, carry your passport and your SeaPass card with you at all times.  Your passport will serve as your photo ID and official papers to re-enter the United States, while your SeaPass card will indicate why you are in Cozumel.  Treat these items like they are cash, and under no circumstances, should you allow either of these items to fall out of your control.

Secondly, if you are a victim of a crime while in Cozumel, contact a US consular agency and local police immediately.  Obtain a copy of the police report.
	Consular Agency Cozumel
The Consular Agency in Cozumel is open for walk-in services Monday through Friday 12:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. At any time, for a life or death emergency involving a United States citizen, call:

(011)(52)(1)(987) 876-0624 (dialing from the U.S.) 
(044)(987) 876-0624 (dialing from within Cozumel) 
(045)(987) 876-0624 (dialing from elsewhere in Mexico)

Someone is available 24 hours a day to handle this type of emergency.


If you are arrested while in Cozumel, contact a US consular agency immediately.
Consular officers cannot serve as attorneys, give legal advice, or get you out of jail.  If you are arrested, consular officials will visit you, advise you of your rights under local laws, provide a list of local attorneys who speak English and who may have had experience in representing U.S. citizens, and ensure that you are held under humane conditions and are treated fairly under local law.  A consular officer will contact your family or friends if you desire.  When necessary, consuls can transfer money from home for you and will try to get relief for you, including food and clothing in countries where this is a problem.  If you are detained, remember that under international treaties and customary international law, you have the right to talk to the U.S. consul.  If you are denied this right, be politely persistent.  Try to have someone get in touch for you.
It is very important to note that while in Cozumel, you are subject to the laws of Mexico.  Some precautions that are recommended by the State Department are:
Do Not Exceed The Credit Limit On Your Credit Cards

Do Not Use Unmarked (or “Gypsy” or “Livery”) Cabs

Use Travelers Checks Whenever Possible

In addition:
Photography
In many countries you can be detained for photographing security-related institutions, such things as police and military installations, government buildings, border areas and transportation facilities.  If you are in doubt, ask permission before taking photographs. 

Purchasing Antiques
Americans have been arrested for purchasing souvenirs that either were, or resembled; antiques and which local customs authorities believed were national treasures.  This is especially true in Turkey, Egypt and Mexico.  Familiarize yourself with any local regulations of antiques.  In countries with strict control of antiques, document your purchases as reproductions if that is the case, or if they are authentic, secure the necessary export permit (often from the national museum).   It is a good idea to inquire about exporting these items before you purchase them. 

The bottom line is that if you exercise basic common sense, you will be OK.  If it is illegal in the United States, it stands a very good chance of being illegal in Mexico.
With all of that being said, I strongly encourage everyone to go to http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_970.html and read through some of the information available there.  Even though we will only be in Cozumel for nine hours, it is still important to know this information.
I am telling everyone this not to scare individuals, but to keep everyone informed.  Please, if you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,
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Timothy Hooker
� It has been reported that in some countries, Americans have been arrested for accidentally exceeding their credit limits and for cards being declined.
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